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The Cooperative Extension Service
	We provide interesting, attractive, and pertinent program materials. 

We make every effort to let foodservice staff know how important their work is to schools.
Donna L. Scott 
 Senior Extension Associate
 Department of Food Science, Cornell University


The Cooperative Extension Service Is Essential 
to a Food-Safe School
· Cooperative extension services, located at county offices across the United States and at land-grant colleges and universities, receive federal funds from the United States Department of Agriculture to focus on research, education and extension in the food and agricultural sciences and related environmental and human sciences. Both county and land-grant agencies provide training, materials, and resources on a variety of topics including food safety.

· Cooperative extension service programs contribute to and provide access to scientific knowledge which can inform the development of food safety procedures.

· Cooperative extension services increase access to and use of improved communication and network systems.

· Cooperative extension services promote informed decision-making by producers, families, communities, and other customers.
	Critical Recommendations 
for the Cooperative Extension Service

	1. Assist schools in developing food safety policies and procedures.

2. Provide support and training for school staff.

3. Be knowledgeable about and provide school staff with current food safety information.

4. Provide food safety curricula and materials.

5. Provide recognition for and publicize food safety activities of schools.

6. Be members or consultants to Food-Safe School Teams.What You Can Do: The Cooperative Extension Service


Critical Recommendation 1:

Assist Schools in Developing Food Safety Policies and Procedures

By nature, cooperative extension services focus on research, education and extension in the food and agricultural sciences and related environmental and human sciences. As a cooperative extension educator, you should provide schools with research-based information, education, and practices that can shape food safety procedures development and support decision making. Cooperative extension service staff should help schools advocate for and assist in the development and implementation of school food safety policies and procedures. If you have sample food safety procedures that can be easily tailored to meet the needs of individual schools, please share these with school staff. 

Critical Recommendation 2: 

Provide Support and Training for School Staff

Offer support and training for school staff. Schedule convenient on-site food safety trainings and presentations to teach school staff the techniques necessary to keep food safe through proper sanitation, food handling, preparation, and serving. Train-the-trainer assistance can also be provided to help schools deliver their own programs. In addition, offer foodservice staff certification and re-certification training (e.g., through ServSafe® or similar programs) and award continuing education credits for professional development.

Cooperative extension services should make schools aware of the valuable resources you have to offer. Publicize your programs and services and/or contact schools directly to offer your assistance. Moreover, it is important for the cooperative extension service to establish and maintain positive relationships and open, ongoing communication with school staff.

Critical Recommendation 3:

Be Knowledgeable about and Provide School Staff with Current Food Safety Information

Provide scientific information that supports the accuracy of information schools provide about food safety issues. Offer information that promotes food safety education via the Internet. Identify Web sites that have links to food safety resources including tips, fact sheets, publications, games, newsletters, lesson plans and curricula, and guidelines. Also establish helplines that schools could use to get answers to specific food safety questions and hotlines to call to report a problem and get help.

Critical Recommendation 4: 

Provide Food Safety Curricula and Materials

Cooperative extension services can provide food safety educational curricula and resource materials that can be used by extension educators, volunteers, teachers, and other educators. If possible, allow school staff to check out food safety curricula, video cassettes, and other materials from the extension libraries. Inform schools of the curricula and educational resources you have to offer and instruct them on how to access these materials.

Critical Recommendation 5: 

Provide Recognition for and Publicize Food Safety Activities of Schools

Cooperative extension services can promote school food safety activities using all means at your disposal. This might include publicizing school food safety efforts and activities in your internal newsletter or magazine, creating a display in your office to promote school food safety to staff and visitors, sending a press release to the media regarding a food safety activity or event held at a school, or sharing stories via a Web site or listserv. Whenever possible, recognize schools for food safety initiatives. This might include presenting a plaque or some other type of award to the school that demonstrates the most substantial contribution to improving school food safety or it may only involve sending a letter of commendation to the school applauding their efforts. Another idea that has had some success, is to arrange for the local newspapers to take a photograph of the particular school food safety activity (e.g., students involved in a handwashing demonstration).

	Cooperative Extension Service 
Publicizes Food Safety Activity at 
High School in 2001 Annual Report

	We presented the Food Safety Day curriculum to the Foods Class at Central Noble High School. Modules taught and activities included Foodborne Illness, Cross Contamination, Personal Hygiene and Temperature Control. We realize that much of the fast food restaurant work-force tends to be teens. If we can help them to understand the importance of food safety, we can make a difference.
Adapted from: 2001 Noble County Extension Service Annual Report


Critical Recommendation 6: 

Be Members of or Consultants to Food-Safe School Teams

Cooperative extension services can serve as educators, information providers, needs assessors, and problem solvers by participating as members of or consultants to Food-Safe School Teams. You can help to identify priority food safety issues and problems in school eating environments and carry out appropriate educational programs. Cooperative extension services can communicate with local communities to garner support, tangible resources, and other volunteers to assist your Food-Safe School efforts. You can also assist in the development, implementation, and evaluation of action plans, and facilitate on-site school food safety demonstrations.

Resources

The following two Web sites provide a wealth of general school food safety information and resources targeted to a variety of audiences. In addition, these two sites either link, or will soon link, to the National Environmental Health Association’s (NEHA’s) food resource materials review database. This database contains information on materials (literature, audio-visual, etc.) that NEHA has reviewed, evaluated, and recommended for content quality and compatibility with the 2001 FDA Food Code.

USDA/FDA Foodborne Illness Educational Materials Database:
http://www.nal.usda.gov/foodborne

National Coalition for Food Safe Schools (NCFSS):
http://www.foodsafeschools.org

State Food Safety Contacts:
http://www.reeusda.gov/pas/programs/foodsafety/foodstates/usamap1.htm
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