Teacher Resource

Lesson 5


Whip Around, Pass Option

This procedure is simply this: After giving the students a minute or two to think of a response, work your way quickly around the room (“whip around”), calling on each student in turn and giving him or her a chance to state one item of information he or she has learned during the lessons.  If a student can’t think of anything, he or she can say “I pass” (this is the “pass option”).

The Whip Around, Pass Option game not only gives all the students a chance to voice their ideas, it also raises the interest level of a class.  If used frequently, the game can encourage the students to pay attention to information imparted in class.  In addition, a student will usually listen closely to others’ responses to a question for which he or she also has an answer.

In addition, offering students a choice—speak up or pass—invites them to practice useful decision-making and self-management skills.  The game can help students gain confidence in speaking out, and can work especially well with shy students who may not otherwise offer answers in class.  When the students see that no one’s answer will be ridiculed, they will usually become more comfortable speaking out.
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