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Teacher Resource

Irradiation Web Quest

Lesson 4

IRRADIATION WEB QUEST
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Name _________________________________  Date ________  Class/Hour _________

This Web Quest is designed to help you and your team discover some interesting information about irradiated food.  Go to www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dmas/fdirrad.html to answer the following questions.

1. What is one of the U.S. food industry’s hottest 
       10. How many Americans are stricken by foodborne

    sellers?





illness each year?  Approximately how many die?

2. What makes ground beef one of the implicated
        11. In a Louis Harris poll, what percent of Americans

    foods in causing foodborne illness?


 considered irradiated food to be a hazard?

3. How many deaths and cases of illness are 
        12. What process was used to convince 60 percent of

    associated with E. Coli O157:H7 each year in the 
 people in another survey to buy irradiated food?

    United States?

4. List five foods that the FDA has approved for
        13. Explain the connection between luggage and milk.

    irradiation.

5. List three different kinds of organisms that are
         14. What famous group of high-flying individuals has

   reduced or eliminated by irradiation.


   routinely eaten irradiated foods?

6. Does irradiation make food radioactive?  Explain.        15. Explain the connection between “strawberry








   hairs” and freshness.

7. Do you think you could tell if a food has been
          16. List the significance of each point of view of the 

    irradiated by eating or tasting the food?  Explain.
  four organizations that have endorsed using








  irradiation to decrease cases of foodborne illness.

8. What is Salmonella?  Where is it found?

           17. List the significance of each point of view of 

two organizations that have given food 

irradiation a thumbs down.

9.  What is Campylobacter?  Where is it found?
           18. Why does irradiation generate so much

    controversy, compared to other technologies, 

     such as pasteurization, for example?
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